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	ATHLETICS

Wings back on track after nine-month ban 

	By Jeanette Wang 

	THEIR wings were clipped last year, but they are set to fly again. 

Local group Wings Athletic Club (WAC) last Thursday resumed their activities after a nine-month hiatus. 

The club, formed in 2000, was banned by the Singapore Amateur Athletic Association (SAA) last October. 

The SAA deemed them guilty of unfair practice and misbehaviour in a 4x400m relay debacle in September 2005. 

The punishment meant that the club could not take part in any competition or propagate athletics. 

Last Sunday, to signal their return to the local athletics scene, 21 members of the club took part in the Mizuno Wave Run at the Bedok Reservoir. 

The club, one of 19 athletic clubs here, have nearly 200 members, from primary school kids to athletes in their forties. 

Among their elite athletes are national sprinters Poh Seng Song and Gary Yeo, and thrower Wan Lay Chi. 

During the ban, they competed as independent athletes. 

WAC's president Melvin Tan, a Victoria Junior College physical education teacher and athletics coach, was also banned for nine months, along with Chilean coach Pedro Acuna. 

They coached national runners Kenneth Khoo and Firdaus Juhari respectively. 

The debacle began when Tan and Acuna withdrew their runners from the 4x400m relay at the 2005 Singapore Open, following a dispute with then-national sprints coach Uli Kunst. 

Following the pull-out, the 4x400m team missed the chance to qualify for the following month's South-east Asia Games in Manila. 

Khoo and Firdaus were suspended for four-and-a-half months, and Kunst's two-year contract was not renewed when it expired last year. 

Subsequently, the SAA reduced Tan's sentence by three months, following an appeal. He returned as VJC's athletics coach in April. 

Said Tan: 'The ban was a good break for Wings. We've been consolidating, planning and looking at some new directions, such as organising events and running programmes for the corporate world. 

'But we're still very serious about training and producing athletes. We're definitely wiser and stronger. I believe we'll soar to greater heights.' 

For a start, the popular annual Wings Cross Country and Track & Field Championships will return next year. 
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